
I.  Call to Order

II.  Approval of Minutes
Approval of November 7 , 2024 Meeting Minutes

III.  Petitions and Communications

IV.  Public Comment on Agenda Items

V.  Action Items
Chair and Vice Chair Nominations
Approval of 2025 Mobile GR Commission Schedule
89 Monroe Center Sublease Renewal with the Grand Rapids African American Museum
and Archives

VI.  Discussions

VII.  Updates
December 2024 Project Updates

VIII.  Public Comment on Other Matters

IX.  Adjournment

th



Approval of the November 7th, 2024 Mobile GR Commission Minutes.







Nomination for 2025 Mobile GR Commission Chair and Vice-Chair.



Approval of the 2025 Mobile GR Commission Calendar.





Item Number: 

Prepared by Andrea Anderson, Administrative Services Officer
Tracking Number: 24-89285

DATE: December 5, 2024

BOARD: Mobile GR Commission

FROM: Andrea Anderson, Administrative Services Officer
Mobile GR, Parking & Traffic Safety

SUBJECT: 89 Monroe Center Sublease Renewal with the Grand Rapids 
African American Museum and Archives



Item Number: 

Action
Recommendation to the City Commission to approve a 6-month sublease renewal 
agreement for property located at 89 Monroe Center.

Background
On September 20, 2016, the City Commission approved a resolution designating space 
at 87-89 Monroe Center as a pop-up exhibition space during ArtPrize to showcase the 
Grand Rapids African American Museum and Archives (GRAAMA).  This space served 
to be a key tool in helping promote this endeavor and provided a platform that served as 
a hub where the business community, residents, and visitors could learn of partnership 
opportunities and become engaged with GRAAMA.  

GRAAMA requested continued use of the space for the operation of a museum and 
archives to promote, preserve, display, collect and honor the lives, culture, history and 
accomplishments of African, African American, and connected peoples in the greater 
Grand Rapids, MI community, which would further their mission and has maintained 
occupancy of the space since October 10, 2016.
 
87-89 Monroe Center is owned by Babylon Holdings, LLC. Mobile GR signed a 20-year 
lease agreement with Babylon Holdings, LLC which allows the City the right to sublease 
space within the property. In 2022, the lease agreement with Babylon Holdings, LLC 
was renewed for an additional 10 years. The current sub-lease agreement with the 
Grand Rapids African American Museum and Archives is set to expire on December 31, 
2024.  Mobile GR and GRAAMA wish to renew the sub-lease agreement for an 
additional 6 months to allow GRAMMA to remain in the current space while they 
transition to a new space. There is also a six-month renewal option included that would 
extend the lease to December 31, 2025.
 
Agreement
The attached resolution approves a 6-month sublease agreement from January 1, 2025 
through June 30, 2025 between the City of Grand Rapids and GRAMMA for space at 89 
Monroe Center with a six-month renewal option.  The lease rate is set at $2,262.02 a 
month.
..



Item Number: 

WHEREAS:

1. In 2002 the City entered into a 20-year lease with a 10-year extension to lease the 
first floor of the Phinney Building located at 87-89 Monroe Center, NW in the City 
and the lease permits the City to sublease all or any portion thereof; and

2. The City’s current sublease agreement with GRAAMA is set to expire on 
December 31, 2024; therefore

RESOLVED that the Sublease Agreement between the City and GRAAMA in the 
form presented at this meeting is recommended to the City Commission for approval 
and the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized and directed to execute the Sublease 
Agreement for and on behalf of the City.






























